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Let me tell you a few words that I have been thinking about in my hotel after having taken a walk on this rainy London day. I love the rain. It rains a lot in my novel as well. Of course, the rain is a sign of life.

I want to share with you why I´ve written a novel about work life. I think the word Love has always been the most universal word all over the world but this is not the case anymore because there is a new word that has taken its place and is more popular and important in our lives... and the word is Work.
I think a good conversation is the most similar to a love story but... when we go out with some friends for dinner, here in England or anywhere else, we only need a few seconds to speak about what a hardworking  life we have! Today most dreams and aspirations have to do with our work life because work is everything that happens to us from the time we leave the house very early in the morning until we can return late at night and our only desire at that point is to rest on the sofa in front of the TV.

There are those who work to work, there are those of us on unemployment  because we are  unemployed, and there are many of us who have jobs that have nothing to do with our aspirations, or with our natural talents or even with our studies... Immigrants must leave their countries behind and also their families, just to find a job. There is also that colleague who is in bad mood with you, the rubbish contracts, the unequal opportunities between men and women, the difficulties to make ends meet at the end of the month, the non fulfiment promises...

Those who are the big exception to all this are the people who work in jobs they actually like!
But, aside from the lucky exceptions, I was very disturbed to observe that for most people life is only a thread of sun in the work calendar when a Bank Holiday is coming and we label it in advance with a brilliant roll-pen! We even think that having to stay off work for medical reasons is good if the illness is not very serious... Three days without going to the office!!

My novel, “The CurriculumVitae of Aurora Ortiz” is a rebellion against this way of thinking, against the lack of a vital pulse, against this conformism that makes its way to our very soul.
Aurora Ortiz is looking for a job, but in her curriculum vitae she doesn´t forget the word life. Vitae means life for Aurora, it means the history of her life and aspirations. Life... not just a few bullet points to add to her C.V.

She doesn´t have any studies, so she doesn´t have many choices but... she is overflowing with aspirations and natural talent, and also, ingenuity.  And she fights for it. She just wants to be a caretaker in a quiet block of flats... and does her best to realise her dream but the world goes in another direction.

I love to write because in doing so I can make new friends from my readers.  I can also make some peace with my ignorance and, because I write fiction, I can change the world a bit by writing lies and in lying a bit through fiction, I can tell, perhaps,  some truths.

I hope, honestly, you like this story about a simple woman, who is Spanish, but she could be  English as well, or American or French or German, or from any other place... Because when we speak about crowded cities; love, aspirations and life, all become universal to us who live in them.

I want to thank my publishers, all of the people from Harvill Press,  Random House, just for believing in this simple and universal story. I just want to thank all of you for coming here tonight, in this lovely and rainy day. I will remember your faces, all of you are very important to me because you are the first and most importante step in this way. Please, if you like my book, do tell others. I know I need you.
 

I believe in readers. To be a reader is just as creative as being a writer. They are the same because both in writing and in reading there is an authentic freedom. The reader is free and thus has the power. The reader can throw away a book directly to the garbage or, on the contrary, bring the book into their arms, to the bus, to the tube station and even to bed! If such a thing could happen I would be very happy. Please, go to bed with Aurora Ortiz.
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